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| From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie.w le.kyschools. 
| Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 10:23 AM 
To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology 


<james.allen © education.ky.gov> 
| Subject: SB 150 Library Guidance 


| Do you have any school library guidance for SB150? Specifically on collection 
| development, book fairs, access to materials, etc. 


My superintendent and district office have had questions from staff, and 2 parents have 
! asked how that works... 


hanks so much for any insight! 
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From: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology james.allen@EDUCATION.KY.GOV 
Subject: RE: SB 150 Library Guidance 
Date: April 28, 2023 at 12:53PM 
To: Wade, Stephanie- Curriculum & Innovation Director stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us 
Cc: Karsner, Steve steve.karsner@boyle.kyschools.us 


Good afternoon. If you would like, I’m happy to have a call with you all. 
Just let me know a few times that work for you. 


James Allen 
Statewide School Library Lead 
Office of Education Technology 


Email: james.allen Ceducation.ky.gov 
300 Sower Blvd. — 4!" Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

Twitter: @TLJamesA 
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From: Stephanie Wade «stephanie.wade © boyle.kyschools.us> 

Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2023 11:10 AM 

To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen@ education.ky.gov> 
Cc: Karsner, Steve <steve.karsner © boyle.kyschools.us> 

Subject: Re: SB 150 Library Guidance 


The ultimate overall question is: Can library media programs make available for check- 
out books that pertain to topics listed in SB 150? If so, can they be part of displays 
or promotions in the library? 


Here is the exact wording from SB 150: A policy to respect parental rights by ensuring 
that: 1. Children in grade five (5) and below do not receive any instruction through 
curriculum or programs on human sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases; 2. Any 
child, regardless of grade level, enrolled in the district does not receive any instruction or 
presentation that has a goal or purpose of students studying or exploring gender 
identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation; and A policy to notify a parent in 
advance and obtain the parent's written consent before the parent's child in grade six 
(6) or above receives any instruction through curriculum or programs on human 
sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases authorized in this section. Any course, 
curriculum, or program offered by a public school on the subject of human sexuality 
provided by school personnel or by third parties authorized by the school shall: (a) 
Provide an alternative course, curriculum, or program without any penalty to the student's 
grade or standing for students whose parents have not provided written consent as 
required in subsection (1)(e) of this section;(b) Be subject to an inspection by parents of 
participating students that allows parents to review the following materials: 1. Curriculum; 
2. Instructional materials; 3. Lesson plans; 4. Assessments or tests; 5. Surveys or 
auestionnaires: 6. Assianments: and 7. Instructional activities: (c) Be 


developmentally appropriate; and (d) Be limited to a curriculum that has been subject to the 
reasonable review and response by stakeholders in conformity with this subsection and 
KRS 9 160.345(2). 


"A public school offering any course, curriculum, or program on human sexuality shall 
provide written notification to the parents of a student at least two (2) weeks prior to the 


student's planned participation in the course, curriculum or program." - This is from KDE 
guidance 


So, with all of the above information: 
Is the library collection considered a "program"? 
Is the scholastic book fair considered a "program"? 


I'm sorry to pose these questions, but they've been posed to me, and | wanted to get 
the KDE Library leads guidance. | don't want to put our Library Media Specialists and 
their programs in a position to be breaking laws. Still, | want them to be able to make 
available reading materials that are age-appropriate on all topics if the law permits. 
The library collection is not a curriculum or a presented program, in my opinion. It is 
based on a choice for check-out. The library instruction they provide within the 
library lesson would be considered a curriculum or presented program, but the 
collection itself, | would think, is not. | don't want to be the "say so" on this, though, 
because | would never want to put our libraries or district in a position of law- 
breaking or litigation. I've included our Chief Academic Officer, as he will be working 
through this with me for libraries, instructional resources, and our curriculum. 


Thanks for any insight you can give us! 
Stephanie 


On Wed, Apr 26, 2023 at 4:36PM Allen, James - Office of Education Technology 
<james.allen@ education. ky.gov> wrote: 


| Good afternoon. Sorry for the delay. This is the location of the only 
| guidance that | know of: 


rs /leducation.ky. gov/districts/LegislativeGuidance/Pages/default.a 


questions were? 


James Allen 
Statewide School Library Lead 
Office of Education Technology 


Email: james allen © education. ky.gov 
300 Sower Blvd. — 4!" Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
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From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie.wade @boyle.kyschools.us> 
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 10:23 AM 
To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology 


<james. allen © education. ky.gov> 
Subject: SB 150 Library Guidance 


Do you have any school library guidance for SB150? Specifically on collection 
development, book fairs, access to materials, etc. 


asked how that works... 


Thanks so much for any insight! 


Stephanie 
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From: Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Re: SB 150 Library Guidance 
Date: May 1, 2023 at 8:44AM 
To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology james.allen@education.ky.gov 
Ce: Karsner, Steve steve.karsner © boyle.kyschools.us 


Hey James, 


If you don't have any library-specific guidance from KDE, we will take it to our board attorney for counsel. | want to have some clear 
guidance so our library media specialists and library programs know the law as it pertains to the library. 


Thanks for your help! 


Best, 
Stephanie 


On Fri, Apr 28, 2023 at 12:53 PM Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.alien Ceducation.ky.goy» wrote: 


Good afternoon. If you would like, l'm happy to have a call with you all. 
Just let me know a few times that work for you. 


James Allen 
Statewide School Library Lead 
Office of Education Technology 


Email: james.allen ©education.ky.gov 
| 300 Sower Blvd. — 4" Floor 
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From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie wade @boyle.kyschools.us> 
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2023 11:10 AM 


| To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen@ education. ky.gov> 
Cc: Karsner, Steve <steve.karsner @boyle.kyschools.us> 
Subject: Re: SB 150 Library Guidance 
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The ultimate overall question is: Can library media programs make available for check-out books that pertain to topics listed in SB 
150? If so, can they be part of displays or promotions in the library? 


Here is the exact wording from SB 150: A policy to respect parental rights by ensuring that: 1. Children in grade five (5) and below do 
not receive any instruction through curriculum or programs on human sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases; 2. Any child, 
regardless of grade level, enrolled in the district does not receive any instruction or presentation that has a goal or purpose of 
students studying or exploring gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation; and A policy to notify a parent in advance 
and obtain the parent's written consent before the parent's child in grade six (6) or above receives any instruction through 
curriculum or programs on human sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases authorized in this section. Any course, curriculum, 

| or program offered by a public school on the subject of human sexuality provided by school personnel or by third parties 
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{ authorized by the school shall: (a) Provide an alternative course, curriculum, or program without any penalty to the student's grade or 
standing for students whose parents have not provided written consent as required in subsection (1)(e) of this section;(b) Be subject to an 

i inspection by parents of participating students that allows parents to review the following materials: 1. Curriculum; 2. Instructional 
materials; 3. Lesson plans; 4. Assessments or tests; 5. Surveys or guestionnaires; 6. Assignments; and 7. Instructional 
activities; (c) Be developmentally appropriate; and (d) Be limited to a curriculum that has been subject to the reasonable review and 

| response by stakeholders in conformity with this subsection and KRS 9 160.345(2). 


"A public school offering any course, curriculum, or program on human sexuality shall provide written notification to the parents of a 


student at least two (2) weeks prior to the student's planned participation in the course, curriculum or program.” - This is from KDE 
guidance 


So, with all of the above information: 
Is the library collection considered a "program"? 


; Is the scholastic book fair considered a "program"? 


| I'm sorry to pose these questions, but they've been posed to me, and | wanted to get the KDE Library leads guidance. | don't 

| want to put our Library Media Specialists and their programs in a position to be breaking laws. Still, | want them to be able to 

| make available reading materials that are age-appropriate on all topics if the law permits. The library collection is not a 

| curriculum or a presented program, in my opinion. It is based on a choice for check-out. The library instruction they provide 

į within the library lesson would be considered a curriculum or presented program, but the collection itself, | would think, is not. | 
don't want to be the "say so" on this, though, because | would never want to put our libraries or district in a position of law- 
breaking or litigation. I've included our Chief Academic Officer, as he will be working through this with me for libraries, 

| instructional resources, and our curriculum. 


Thanks for any insight you can give us! 
Stephanie 
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On Wed, Apr 26, 2023 at 4:36 PM Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen © education.ky.gov> wrote: 


Good afternoon. Sorry for the delay. This is the location of the only 
guidance that | know of: 
hitps.//education.ky,gov/districis/LegislativeGuidance/Pages/default. 
aspx 


l've not heard any questions on SB150. Do you know what their 
questions were? 


James Allen 


Statewide School Library Lead 


Office of Education Technology 
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From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie. wade Cboyle.kyschools.us» 
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 10:23 AM 

To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology 
<james.alien@ education. ky.gov> 

Subject: SB 150 Library Guidance 


Do you have any school library guidance for SB150? Specifically on collection development, book fairs, access to materials, etc. 


My superintendent and district office have had questions from staff, and 2 parents have asked how that works... 
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Thanks so much for any insight! 


Stephanie 
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From: Stephanie Wade stephanie.wade@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Fwd: SB 150 Library Guidance 
Date: October 18, 2023 at 2:46PM 
To: Mark Wade ontis —— kyschools.us, Susan apera susan. EPOPEO a ati us 


Here is the history of me reaching out to the state library consultant about SB 150. 
meme Forwarded message --------- 

From: Stephanie Wade APR wade @boyle.kyschools.us> 

Date: Mon, May 1, 2023 at 8:44AM 

Subject: Re: SB 150 Library Guidance 


To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.alien@ education.ky. gov> 
CC: Karsner, Steve <steve karsner © boyle.kyschoois.us> 


Hey James, 


If you don't have any library-specific guidance from KDE, we will take it to our board attorney for counsel. | want to have some clear 
guidance so our library media specialists and library programs know the law as it pertains to the library. 


Thanks for your help! 


Best, 
Stephanie 


On Fri, Apr 28, 2023 at 12:53 PM Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen @ education ky.gov> wrote: 


[Good afternoon. If you would like, I’m happy to have a call with you all. 
| Just let me know a few times that work for you. 


| 


| James Allen 

| Statewide School Library Lead 

| Office of Education Technology 

| 

| Email: james allenSeducation. key, gov 
| 300 Sower Blvd. — 4“ Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

| Twitter: QTLJamesA 
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From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie. wade ©boyle.kyschools.us> 
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2023 11:10 AM 
To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen@ education. ky.gov> 
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Subject: Re: SB 150 Library Guidance 


The ultimate overall guestion is: Can library media programs make available for check-out books that pertain to topics listed in SB 
150? If so, can they be part of displays or promotions in the library? 


| Here is the exact wording from SB 150: A policy to respect parental rights by ensuring that: 1. Children in grade five (5) and below do 
| not receive any instruction through curriculum or programs on human sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases; 2. Any child, 
regardless of grade level, enrolled in the district does not receive any instruction or presentation that has a goal or purpose of 
students studying or exploring gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation; and A policy to notify a parent in advance 
and obtain the parent's written consent before the parent's child in grade six (6) or above receives any instruction through 
curriculum or programs on human sexuality or sexually transmitted diseases authorized in this section. Any course, curriculum, 
or program offered by a public school on the subject of human sexuality provided by school personnel or by third parties 
authorized by the school shall: (a) Provide an alternative course, curriculum, or program without any penalty to the student's grade or 
standing for students whose parents have not provided written consent as required in subsection (1)(e) of this section;(b) Be subject to an 
inspection by parents of participating students that allows parents to review the following materials: 1. Curriculum; 2. Instructional 
materials; 3. Lesson plans; 4. Assessments or tests; 5. Surveys or questionnaires; 6. Assignments; and 7. Instructional 
activities; (c) Be developmentally appropriate; and (d) Be limited to a curriculum that has been subject to the reasonable review and 
response by stakeholders in conformity with this subsection and KRS 9 160.345(2). 


"A public school offering any course, curriculum, or program on human sexuality shall provide written notification to the parents of a 


student at least two (2) weeks prior to the student's planned participation in the course, curriculum or program." - This is from KDE 
guidance 


So, with all of the above information: 


Is the library collection considered a "program"? 


Is the scholastic book fair considered a "program"? 


I'm sorry to pose these questions, but they've been posed to me, and | wanted to get the KDE Library leads guidance. | don't 
want to put our Library Media Specialists and their programs in a position to be breaking laws. Still, | want them to be able to 
make available reading materials that are age-appropriate on all topics if the law permits. The library collection is not a 
curriculum or a presented program, in my opinion. It is based on a choice for check-out. The library instruction they provide 
within the library lesson would be considered a curriculum or presented program, but the collection itself, | would think, is not. I 
don't want to be the "say so" on this, though, because | would never want to put our libraries or district in a position of law- 


breaking or litigation. I've included our Chief Academic Officer, as he will be working through this with me for libraries, 
instructional resources, and our curriculum. 


| 
| 
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Thanks for any insight you can give us! 
Stephanie 


On Wed, Apr 26, 2023 at 4:36 PM Allen, James - Office of Education Technology <james.allen@ education.ky.gov> wrote: 


Good afternoon. Sorry for the delay. This is the location of the only 
guidance that | know of: 


htins://education.ky. gov/districts/LegislativeGuidance/Pages/default. 
px 
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I've not heard any questions on SB150. Do you know what their 
questions were? 
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James Allen 
Statewide School Library Lead 


Office of Education Technology 


Email: james.allen ©education.ky.gov 
300 Sower Blvd. — 4" Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

Twitter: QTLJamesA 
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From: Stephanie Wade <stephanie. wade Cboyle.kyschools.us» 
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 10:23 AM 


To: Allen, James - Office of Education Technology 
«james.allen Qeducation.ky.gov» 
Subject: SB 150 Library Guidance 


L— 


My superintendent and district office have had questions from staff, and 2 parents have asked how that works... 


Thanks so much for any insight! 


Stephanie 


Stephanie Wade 


Curricistum & tonovation Director 
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From: Jess Clark jclark8|pm.org 
Subject: media inquiry 
Date: October 19, 2023 at 8:39AM 


To: susan.taylor@boyle.kyschools.us 


Hello Ms. Taylor, 


Can you confirm that the list of books obtained by the Advocate Messenger is an accurate list of the books removed from libraries in Boyle 
County Schools as a result of SB 150? 


Is superintendent Wade available to speak by phone tomorrow about the decision to remove them? 
Additionally, can you direct me to the records custodian for the district? 
Thank you, 


From: Susan Taylor susan.taylor@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Re: media inquiry 
Date: October 19, 2023 at 9:16AM 
To: Jess Clark jclark@lpm.org 


Hello Jess- 

Attached you will find a statement that we have provided to all media. The list published by the Advocate Messenger is accurate. Mr. 
Wade is not available for comment. 

In regards to the records custodian we do not have a named person for the district in this role. If you have a specific records request I 
can direct you to the secretary to the superintendent. She can help you with the an open records request if that is what you are 
seeking. 

Thank you, 

Susan 


On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 8:39 AM Jess Clark <jclark8RIpm.org> wrote: 
Hello Ms. Taylor, 


' Can you confirm that the list of books obtained by the Advocate Messenger is an accurate list of the books removed from libraries in 
; Boyle County Schools as a result of SB 150? 


| Is superintendent Wade available to speak by phone tomorrow about the decision to remove them? 
| 
| 


| Thank you, 
i 


Additionally, can you direct me to the records custodian for the district? 
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October 18. 2023 


From: Jess Clark jclark@lpm.org 
Subject: Re: media inquiry 
Date: October 19, 2023 at 9:23AM 
To: Susan Taylor susan.taylor@boyle.kyschools.us 


Much appreciated. Thanks, Susan. 


On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 9:16 AM Susan Taylor <gusan.taylor@ bovle.kyschools.us> wrote: 

Hello Jess- 

į Attached you will find a statement that we have provided to all media. The list published by the Advocate Messenger is accurate. Mr. 

1 Wade is not available for comment. 

| In regards to the records custodian we do not have a named person for the district in this role. If you have a specific records request I 

| can direct you to the secretary to the superintendent. She can help you with the an open records reguest if that is what you are seeking. 
| Thank you, 

| Susan 


On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 8:39 AM Jess Clark <jclark@|pm.org> wrote: 


1 Hello Ms. Taylor, 


| 

! Can you confirm that the list of books obtained by the Advocate Messenger is an accurate list of the books removed from libraries in 
| Boyle County Schools as a result of SB 150? 
| 


i 
| Is superintendent Wade available to speak by phone tomorrow about the decision to remove them? 
| Additionally, can you direct me to the records custodian for the district? 


| Thank you, 


‘SUS 


From: Susan Taylor susan.taylor@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Boyle Co Statement 
Date: October 19, 2023 at 3:58PM 
To: WKYT - News news@wkyt.com 


Here is the requested statement from Boyle County on SB 150. 
Thank you! 
Susan 
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Matthew Whitlock matthew.whitlock © boyle.kyschools.us 


October 20, 2023 at 10:34AM 
Susan Taylor susan.taylor © boyle.kyschools.us 


From: Susan Taylor susan.taylor@boyle.kyschools.us 
Subject: Boyle County Statement (SB 150) 
Date: October 20, 2023 at 12:17PM 
To: rcohen@wtvq.com 


Hello Ms. Cohen, 

Attached is the press release we discussed. 
Thank you, 

Susan 
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From: Kentucky Department of Education KYDE @public.govdelivery.com 
Subject: Kentucky Teacher June 2, 2023 

Date: June 2, 2023 at 5:26 PM 
To: stephen.tamme ©boyle.kyschools.us 


a publication of the Kentucky Department of Education 


June 2, 2023 


Gov. Andy Beshear appointed Julie Pile and Diana 
Woods to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) on 
May 30. 


Pile, of Florence, will serve as an at-large member. She 
replaces Alvis Johnson, whose term has expired. Pile’s 
term will expire April 14, 2026. 


Pile’s dedication to K-12 education began more than 13 
years ago when her daughter’s parent-teacher 
association (PTA) needed help with its website. 


Now a well-known family advocate both 


locally and 


nationally, Pile has served in various volunteer and 
leadership positions with schools in northern Kentucky, 
including as local PTA president. She currently serves 
as the co-founder and president of ParentCamp, a 
national nonprofit organization dedicated to family- 
school engagement. In addition, she is a member of 
the Kentucky United We Learn Council. 


Woods, of Lexington, is a retired superintendent. She 
also will serve as an at-large representative. She 
replaces Claire Batt, whose term has expired. Woods" 
term will expire April 14, 2026. 


Woods is a native of Harrison County and a lifelong 
educator. She was a teacher, principal and director of 
middle schools in Fayette County, and then became 
superintendent of Campbelisville Independent. In 
retirement, she has worked as a consultant with the 
Kentucky Center for School Safety and is a clinical 
educator at Georgetown College. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


KDE receives community input on 
principal search at Kentucky School for 
the Deaf 


Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) supporters got the 
chance to express their opinions on the search for a 
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The two forums — one virtual forum on May 24 and one 


in-person forum on May 31 - served as opportunities 
for stakeholders in the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 


communities to inform the Kentucky Department of 
Education (KDE) and help the hiring committee make 
critical and informed decisions throughout the process. 


More than 100 people participated in the two forums. 


Among the priorities for a new principal, several Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing community members expressed a 
desire to have a principa! that is fluent in American Sign 
Language. 


“| think the challenge will be if they don't sign, the 
faculty, staff and students are going to be guided by 
someone who can’t communicate with us,” said former 
KSD student Bethany Yance, who also stressed the 
importance of having a Deaf role model as principal. 
“We can do what anyone else can do, we can be what 
anyone else can be, and it’s important to lead by 
example.” 


Former KSD student Jason Smith said he wants 
someone who is already embedded in the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing education community so KSD can stay 
up to date. 


“I value and cherish this school and the Deaf 
community so much. This is our place. This is our 
home,” said Smith. “We need someone who knows how 
to run a school for the Deaf and is part of our 
community.” 


Current KSD Principal Toyah Robey is retiring on June 
30 after six years with the school. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


ESSER-funded math intervention program 
makes learning fun for Whitley County 
elementary students 


Math intervention might not seem like much fun for a 
2nd-grader, but an innovative approach in Whitley 
County has students eager to attend class. 


It was toward the end of the school day during the last 
week of school in mid-May when four 2nd-graders at 
Oak Grove Elementary School knocked on Keisha 
Wyatt's classroom door. The students had been 
attending the small-group math intervention class each 
day throughout the school year, and even though they 
had just been playing outside, they were happy to go 
back into the classroom. 


Wyatt, the school’s math interventionist, was prepared. 
A Monopoly-inspired math game was on the table, and 
each of the students picked a different, colorful board 
game piece. The games objective was to get the 
students comfortable with numbers by adding and 
subtracting popsicle sticks, which represented the 
“money” in the game. Each square they landed on had 
different problems they had to solve. 


“Putting [math] in a game setting changes everything,” 
said Wyatt. “The kids love to come. They are 
boisterous with their answers and vocal, and | love that. 
l am trying my best to instill the love of math in each 


student, while also teaching them different skills they 
will need to be successful in life.” 


Eden Freeman, 7, said she looks forward to coming to 
Wyatt's classroom. 


“It’s fun and it helps me be better in math,” she said. 


The help for these students came from Elementary and 
Secondary Schoo! Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding 
from the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. The money 
supports the safe and sustained return to in-person 
learning and expands equity by supporting students 
who need it, particularly those most impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


Whitley County Superintendent John Siler said officials 
have been using the federal relief money in a variety of 
ways to benefit the district’s 4,000 students, where 
roughly 70% qualify for free and reduced-price meals. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


R funds to awar 
— scholarships to 306 students with 
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Office of 
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federal funding to award scholarships to 306 graduating 
Kentucky high school seniors with disabilities. 


The KDE Powered by Inclusion scholarship was made 
possible with Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding from the federal 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. The federal funding 
supports the safe and sustained return to in-person 
learning and expands equity by supporting students 
who need it most, particularly those most impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 


TaMyah Jones was one of the students from 116 school 
districts to receive a $2,500 scholarship. She became 
vision impaired when she developed bilateral optic 
atrophy from a brain tumor when she was 6 years old. 


Despite these challenges, being enrolled at the 
Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) made it, “a little bit 
easier.” 


“All of these steps have helped to get me to the point 
where | am now,” Jones said. 


Because of her resilience, Jones’ guidance counselor 
nominated her for the Powered by Inclusion scholarship 
program. She is one of two recipients from KSB to 
receive the scholarship this year. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 


_ Bell County astronaut John Shofiner chats 
from International Space Station 


Middlesboro Independent School students had an 
astronomical opportunity on May 26 when astronaut 

-— John Shoffner talked with students via video call from 
. the International Space Station (ISS). 


Shofiner, a Bell County native, is a well-achieved 
business leader, racecar driver and more. He is 
currently serving as the pilot for Axiom Space’s Ax-2 
mission to the ISS on the SpaceX Dragon. 


its a role Shoffner said he has prepared his whole life 
to fulfill and he wanted to include students as part of 
this opportunity. 


“Including Middlesboro in my journey to the ISS was an 
automatic requirement of mine,” he said. “My role as an 
astronaut should be used to inspire a higher level of 
achievement for students.” 


While seated in the Central Arts Auditorium for their 
discussion, students’ curiosities resulted in numerous 
questions. They asked about his daily tasks, sneezing 
and food quality in space and more. 


Jackson Womack, a rising 6th grader, asked if he got 
homesick. Shoffner said no because he brought 
Middlesboro along with him in many ways. 


Read more on Kentucky Teacher. 
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From: Claire O'Quin ctoquin@gmail.com 
Subject: Concerns over book removal in Boyle County Schools 
Date: August 15, 2023 at 6:14AM 7 
To: stephen.tamme@boyle.kyschools.us 


Dear Mr. Tamme, 


| am writing to you because as a parent with a child in the school district, | was extremely disappointed to hear that Boyle County Schools 
has made the decision to remove books from school libraries in response to SB 150. While | understand the difficult position that school 
districts have been put in as a result of this bill being passed, there is nothing in the law, nor has there been a directive from the Kentucky 
Department of Education that requires districts to take such extreme measures. It is upsetting to me to think my child is attending school in 
a district that thinks book banning is appropriate. | am asking that the school board reconsider this action. 


Thank you, 
Claire O'Quin 


Subject: Reading is Essential 
Date: August 15, 2023 at 12:54PM 
To: stephen.tamme@boyle.kyschools.us 


From: MB Touchstone mbtouchstone@gmail.com @ 


Mr. Tamme, 


Thank you so much for serving on Boyle County s Board of Education. | appreciate that in 
this day and age, the post can be challenging. | can also appreciate how difficult it must be 
for any board member to be asked to adopt policies that will be harmful to some students. 
As the parent of a transgendered adult and an active member of this community, | must ask 
that you keep our marginalized children in mind as you implement policies particularly 
regarding access to school and classroom libraries. 


Since SB 150 does not call for removal of library books, | implore you not to do so. Just say 
“no”. l am the mother of 3 and grandmother of 5; | know it is very difficult to get some 
children to read. | believe reading is the gateway to learning and we just don’t know which 
book will trigger a lifelong love of reading for a child. Will it be the picture book depicting a 
child with 2 mommies or a book about the world’s greatest sculptures? Let's not limit 
opportunities for our children to learn. 


| am so proud of the quality of education that has been provided by the Boyle County 


schools. Leťs not falter now. Please reconsider your decision to decommission books in 
our schools. 


Warmest regards, 
Mary Beth Touchstone 


From: Lois Quilligan lois.quilligan@gmail.com 
Subject: Book Removal 
Date: August 15, 2023 at 3:01PM 
To: stephen.tamme © boyle.kyschools.us 


Dear Boyle County School Board Member, 


I'm a Boyle County resident and my children graduated from Boyle County 
High School. ľve watched with interest in the last decade as the school district has 
become one of the best school systems in the Commonwealth. Boyle County 
Schools have earned respect and prestige for educational gains, sports successes, 
and arts accomplishments. We are the district everyone else looks up to. 


Knowing how hard you have worked to attain this success | was taken aback 
to learn about the removal of books from the school libraries this summer. That is 
the antithesis of “best practice," and especially when you have removed all the 
books on one specific topic. Research shows that good school libraries create 
student success. Why would you move in the opposite direction? 


| filed an Open Records Request and received a printed copy of the books 
removed. It is my understanding that to remove a book from a school library there 
must be a complaint, and a review of the book, and a decision made about each 
book removed. When did this process happen and where are the records? 


Please let me know how you met the criteria for removing each book, and 
why this negative change was taken on behalf of our district. It is not in keeping 
with the Boyle County Schools reputation for excellence. 


Sincerely, 


Lois Quilligan 


From 


: Rogers, Lisa A. Lisa.Rogers3@uky.edu 
Subject: Concerned 


Date 


: August 15, 2023 at 3:22 PM 


To: stephen.tamme © boyle.kyschools.us 


Sent from Mail for Windows 

Mr. Tamme, 

l am very dismayed to hear that our schools have been removing books from the school 
libraries in response to SB150. | encourage the school board to reconsider this position. 
We choose to send our child to Boyle County due to the esteemed educational reputation; | 
fell that the decision to censor or ban reading material will begin a detrimental decline in the 
ability to provide the level of education Boyle County has built its reputation on. 


Respecttully, 
Lisa A. Rogers 


